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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to Applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Melissa Hunter-Ensor on May 20, 201 1 . 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 

Claim 4 has been canceled. 
Claim 5 has been canceled. 
Claim 6 has been canceled. 
Claim 7 has been canceled. 
Claim 8 has been canceled. 
Claim 11 has been canceled. 
Claim 29 has been canceled. 
Claim 30 has been canceled. 
Claim 31 has been canceled. 
Claim 35 has been canceled. 
Claim 36 has been canceled. 

In claim 1, the term, "an agent" has been replaced with the phrase, "a small 
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interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3,". 

In claim 2, the phrase, "A method of claim 1 wherein said agent" has been 
replaced with the phrase, "The method of claim 1, wherein said small interfering RNA". 

In claim 3, the phrase, "A method of claim 1 wherein said agent" has been 
replaced with the phrase, "The method of claim 1, wherein said small interfering RNA". 

In claim 9, the phrase, "wherein the expression of MINOR in the dendritic cells is 
decreased by transduction of the cells with a lentiviral vector encoding an si RNA 
construct having substantial sequence homology to MINOR" has been replaced with the 
phrase, "wherein the dendritic cells are transduced with a lentiviral vector encoding said 
small interfering RNA". 

In claim 10, the phrase, "expression of a protein" has been replaced with the 
phrase, "expression of MINOR protein". 

In claim 10, the phrase, "encoding an siRNA construct having substantial 
sequence homology to said protein" was replaced with the phrase, "encoding a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 13, the phrase, "encoding an siRNA construct having substantial 
sequence homology to MINOR" was replaced with the phrase, "encoding a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 16, the phrase, "encoding an siRNA construct having substantial 
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sequence homology to MINOR" was replaced with the phrase, "encoding a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 18, the phrase, "encoding an siRNA construct having substantial 
sequence homology to MINOR" was replaced with the phrase, "encoding a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 20, the phrase, "expressing siRNA's having substantial sequence 
homology to mitogen induced nuclear orphan receptor (MINOR)" was replaced with the 
phrase, "expressing a small interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 23, the phrase, "preparing an siRNA construct having substantial 
sequence homology to MINOR" was replaced with the phrase, "preparing a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 23, the term, "said construct" was replaced with the term, "said small 
interfering RNA". 

In claim 24, the phrase, "encoding an siRNA construct having substantial 
sequence homology to MINOR" was replaced with the phrase, "encoding a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 25, the phrase, "encoding an siRNA construct having substantial 
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sequence homology to MINOR" was replaced with the phrase, "encoding a small 
interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 
and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 26, the phrase, "The method of claim 20" was replaced with the phrase, 
"The method of claim 25". 

In claim 27, the phrase, "an agent that inhibits MINOR expression" was replaced 
with the phrase, "a small interfering RNA comprising the double stranded nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 27, the term, "and. (e)" was replaced with the term, "and (e)". 

In claim 28, the phrase, "wherein the dendritic cells are obtained by" was 
replaced with the phrase, "wherein the method further comprises". 

In claim 32, the phrase, "comprising the double stranded nucleotide sequence of 
5'GATCCCCTGCCCTTGTCCGAGCTTTATTCAAGAGATAAAGCTCGGACAAGGG 
CATTTTTGGAAA-3'; forward (SEQ ID NO: 2) and 
5'AGCTTTTCCAAAAATGCCCTTGTCCGAGCTTTATCTCTTGAATAAAGCTCGGACAA 
GGGCAGGG-3'; reverse (SEQ ID NO:3)" was replaced with the phrase, "comprising the 
double stranded nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3". 

In claim 34, the phrase, "an agent that inhibits mitogen induced nuclear orphan 
receptor (MINOR) expression, wherein the agent that inhibits MINOR expression is 
selected from peptides, peptidomimetics, small molecules or inhibitory nucleotides" was 
replaced with the phrase, "a small interfering RNA comprising the double stranded 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 and SEQ ID NO:3, wherein the small interfering 



Application/Control Number: 10/588,888 
Art Unit: 1635 



Page 6 



RNA inhibits mitogen induced nuclear orphan receptor (MINOR) expression". 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terra C. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571 -272-0758. 
The examiner can normally be reached from 9 am - 5 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Calamita can be reached on 571-272-2876. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Patent applicants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that can be viewed in the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval system (PAIR) can now contact the USPTO's Patent Electronic 
Business Center (Patent EBC) for assistance. Representatives are available to answer your questions 
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daily from 6 am to midnight (EST). The toll free number is (866) 21 7-91 97. When calling please have your 
application serial or patent number, the type of document you are having an image problem with, the 
number of pages and the specific nature of the problem. The Patent Electronic Business Center will 
notify applicants of the resolution of the problem within 5-7 business days. Applicants can also check 
PAIR to confirm that the problem has been corrected. The USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center is 
a complete service center supporting all patent business on the Internet. The USPTO's PAIR system 
provides Internet-based access to patent application status and history information. It also enables 
applicants to view the scanned images of their own application file folder(s) as well as general patent 
information available to the public. 

For all other customer support, please call the USPTO Call Center (UCC) at 800-786-91 99. 



/Terra Cotta Gibbs/ 
May 22, 201 1 



